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Organise a BioBlitz event

A BioBlitz is a race against the clock to discover as many species as you can!
Identify as many plants, animals and fungi as possible, within a set location,
over a defined time period.

Why run a BioBlitz?

BioBlitz events are a fun way to record wildlife on your site. Use a BioBlitz to
kick-start your recording wildlife journey in step one of the Nature Park five-
step cycle (Getting to know your space) or to measure and celebrate your
achievements in step five (Recording change).

Gathering observations and photographs of the wildlife on your site will help you
measure your impact as you enhance your site for nature year after year. Why
not run the Pollinator Count or Grassland Plant Survey within your BioBlitz
event?

BioBlitzes collect a lot of wildlife observations in a short period of time. By
running one annually you can create a record of the species living on your site
(such as a species list) that you can add to every year, and mark as an action on
your Climate Action Plan.

Before the day

e Create your setting’s iNaturalist account in advance.

e Ensure you have mapped the habitats on your site and use your habitat map
to decide which specific habitat areas to focus on. Alternatively, you could
incorporate habitat mapping into your event.

e Gather equipment that helps in finding and examining wildlife (optional,
depending on what equipment you have): bug pots, pond dipping equipment,
microscopes or identification guides. Our introductory identification guides
are available here, or you might ask if a local wildlife organisation can supply
you with some.

e Plan activities for your BioBlitz that help to find wildlife e.g. searching
through leaf litter (fallen leaves), a timed insect hunt, tree trail, pond
dipping, or carrying out the Pollinator Count or Grassland Plant Survey.

e Think about how you could create a visual representation of the results, such
as a screen or interactive whiteboard with your iNaturalist account displayed
to show photos and species totals. You could also print out your habitat map
in large format and draw or label exciting observations.



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.educationnaturepark.org.uk%2Fresource%2Fnature-surveys-take-part-national-science-research&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.lawrence%40nhm.ac.uk%7Cf68637d0a1b240c546ce08debfc20cb0%7C73a29c014e78437fa0d4c8553e1960c1%7C1%7C0%7C639159037439397806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8%2BU1iHQ5ya5RDj4ymYDx2z3wociubhaPjB%2BCTcd4K34%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.educationnaturepark.org.uk%2Fresource%2Fnature-surveys-take-part-national-science-research&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.lawrence%40nhm.ac.uk%7Cf68637d0a1b240c546ce08debfc20cb0%7C73a29c014e78437fa0d4c8553e1960c1%7C1%7C0%7C639159037439397806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8%2BU1iHQ5ya5RDj4ymYDx2z3wociubhaPjB%2BCTcd4K34%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fstories%2F4694e6001294425c847592724ccd05d5&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.lawrence%40nhm.ac.uk%7Cf68637d0a1b240c546ce08debfc20cb0%7C73a29c014e78437fa0d4c8553e1960c1%7C1%7C0%7C639159037439416946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzA%2B3iinf%2FtarACiLqUQg3efFknw2m%2BhpdK%2Bc7wdMS4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/habitat-mapping-a-nature-park-guide
https://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk/resource/animal-id-charts-land-and-ponds
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.educationnaturepark.org.uk%2Fresource%2Fnature-surveys-take-part-national-science-research&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.lawrence%40nhm.ac.uk%7C23c7ba64ecc44decfa6b08debcc8056f%7C73a29c014e78437fa0d4c8553e1960c1%7C1%7C0%7C639155764484942379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=glh2Sd36t%2BsYKRLh1%2BYmpwVIYe2Tzz5U9FxmIEwekkE%3D&reserved=0

Bring in extra help

Inviting your local community to join the event can bring in helpful wildlife
expertise.

* Invite members of local wildlife conservation, gardening, or eco/green
groups to attend.

e They might like to lead a guided survey activity, have a stand/display, or
support a ‘wildlife identification’ station.

On the day

e Prepare your cameras or tablets by switching on the location sharing
settings on your devices if possible. Alternatively, zone your site (thinking
about the habitats you mapped) so that if you are using multiple tablets
and bulk uploading photos to a computer, you know where each photo
came from - you could mark out areas with colourful bunting.

e Share these top tips on taking great wildlife photos with young people and
those who will be making wildlife observations to ensure they can be used
for real nature recovery research.

e Set a time limit - this can be anywhere from one hour for one mass
activity, to a few hours incorporating different activities and areas.

Observations using the iNaturalist app camera


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fstories%2F4694e6001294425c847592724ccd05d5&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.lawrence%40nhm.ac.uk%7Cf68637d0a1b240c546ce08debfc20cb0%7C73a29c014e78437fa0d4c8553e1960c1%7C1%7C0%7C639159037439416946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzA%2B3iinf%2FtarACiLqUQg3efFknw2m%2BhpdK%2Bc7wdMS4%3D&reserved=0

Adding your photos to the Nature Park Map

e The two main ways to upload photos to iNaturalist are either directly
uploading through the app or bulk uploading using a computer. See the bulk
upload video in the how-to guide.

* Allocate a responsible adult to check the photos and information uploaded, to
ensure quality and safeguarding:

e This person should be logged into your school iNaturalist account and should:

o delete blurry images

o delete images with people in them

o check the locations of the images are correct

o ensure only one living thing is the focus of each iNaturalist observation

e For photos to be automatically added to the Nature Park Map, make sure, your
iNaturalist account is set up with the right license (see our how-to guide) and
the locations are accurate. The Map is updated overnight, so you will be able
to see all your observations the next day!



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fstories%2F4694e6001294425c847592724ccd05d5&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.lawrence%40nhm.ac.uk%7Cf68637d0a1b240c546ce08debfc20cb0%7C73a29c014e78437fa0d4c8553e1960c1%7C1%7C0%7C639159037439416946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fzA%2B3iinf%2FtarACiLqUQg3efFknw2m%2BhpdK%2Bc7wdMS4%3D&reserved=0
https://dfenaturepark.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/atlas/index.html?appid=f1fd1e462fd74059baa228f3c3625ba5&webmap=2bd28297b8f8444ea24a85765712ea24
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstorymaps.arcgis.com%2Fstories%2F4694e6001294425c847592724ccd05d5&data=05%7C02%7Cthomas.lawrence%40nhm.ac.uk%7C23c7ba64ecc44decfa6b08debcc8056f%7C73a29c014e78437fa0d4c8553e1960c1%7C1%7C0%7C639155764484969082%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YORtyzkjtpuUlMj2yqut%2FGhb%2FCh%2FoMKFiZX6myizRT0%3D&reserved=0
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For more quality-assured learning resources visit
www.educationnaturepark.org.uk
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